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Upcoming fall semester 
brings housing crunch 


AARON YEO 


Despite the construction of new resi- 
dence suites on the east side of campus, 
there are still hundreds of students 
being turned away from University 
of Alberta residences for the upcom- 
ing term. 

The latest addition to the U of A’s 
graduate residences next to the East 
Campus Village (EVC) is expected to 
be ready and open for the 2010 fall 
term, but of the 234 new beds, almost 
all have already been assigned. 

Doug Dawson, executive director of 
Ancillary Services, says that this new 
construction has not solved the hous- 
ing crunch on campus. 

“There’s just huge demand for the 
product,” said Dawson, whose job is 
to maintain the current residences as 
well as develop plans for expansion. 

The university now has 4,224 spaces 
for students on the main campus, 
and 477 at the Augustana faculty in 
Camrose. However, many of the suites 
in residences like HUB and ECV are 
already occupied due to long-term con- 
tracts, reducing the availability for new 
students. 

“Tt works out that of the 4,700 
spaces that we have, often only about 
half of those are actually available 
come September,” Dawson said. 

As of August 1, 5,356 students had 
applied to live in residence, and that 
number increases every day. Lister 


Hall, the largest of the residences, can 
accommodate 1,809 people, but the 
university has received 2,940 appli- 
cations. Elsewhere on campus, apart 
from the 234 additional spots for 
graduate students, the numbers are 
not substantially different than they 
were at this point last year. 

Although the graduate student hous- 
ing construction is the most noticeable 
progress, there is a lot of preparatory 
work being done for future expansion. 

“There’s lots of planning going 
on — nothing a few million dol- 
lars wouldn't solve,’ Dawson said. 
The university is looking at build- 
ing aboriginal student residences and 
expanding family housing. 

Not only are there not enough spaces 
for students in residence, but it’s also a 
challenge to keep them affordable, as 
construction of new residences is an 
expensive operation. Besides building 
costs, another major contributor to 
high rent is the municipal property tax 
imposed on postsecondary residences. 
According to Students’ Union Vice 
President (External) Aden Murphy, 
this tax works out to $200 per bed 
per year, and is something that doesn’t 
exist in other provinces. The Students’ 
Union is preparing to advocate that 
these taxes be lifted from residences, 
so that rents can be lowered. 

“We're hoping to work on reduc- 
ing or limiting that this year,” 
said Murphy. 


MONTHLY RENT RATES 


Lister Centre 

$536 Single room 

$341 Double room 

$641 Single room, private bathroom 
“furnished room, eight-month contract 


HUB 

$692 Studio 

$912 Single room 

$561 Double room 

$406 Four bedroom 

*unturnished room, month-to-month 


East Campus Village 


$912 Single room 

$607 Double room 

$469 Four bedroom 
$405-994 House, 1 to 6 bedrooms 
*unturnished room, month-to-month 


Newton Place 

$764-828 Studio 

$938-1012 Single room 

$1247-1338 = Doubleroom 
*unfurnished room, maximum one-year 
contract 


International House 
$657 Single room, private bathroom 
“furnished room, eight-month contract 


Michener Park 


$793-860 Two-bedroom townhouse 
$992-1046 Three-bedroom townhouse 
$760-795 = Two-bedroom walkup 
$807-856 Vanier House, one-bedroom 
$760-795 Vanier House, two-bedroom 
*unturnished room, maximum one-year 


contract 


Residence Saint-Jean 


$571 Single room, private bathroom 
*furnished room, eight-month contract 


Graduate Residence 


$900 Studio 
$750 Double room 


*furnished room, maximum one-year 
contract, does not include electricity 


Average Edmonton rate 


$706 Oneor more bedroom 

*per person average of one person living 
alone or sharing a dwelling with non-fam- 
ily members; based on 2006 Statistics 
Canada census data 


*All of these rates include utilities unless 
specified and do not include annual asso- 
ciation fees. 


IF YOU BUILD IT, TOO MANY WILL COME Construction near East Campus Village still can’t meet demand for housing. 


A Thirty days of fasting 


As Muslims prepare for Ramadan 
in August, the Gateway details the 
practices of the holy month. 


FEATURE, PAGE 8-9 


@ wo hours of racing 


tea U of A Pandas alumnus Paula Findlay 
discusses taking top prize in last 
week’s London Triathlon. 


SPORTS, PAGE13 
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COUNCIL 
FORUM 


Written by Evan Daum 


Students’ Council meets every second 
Tuesday in the Council Chambers in 
University Hall at 6 p.m. Council meet- 
ings are open to all students. The next 
meeting will be held on August 17 
where free food will be provided for all 
attendees. 

After going back to the classic coun- 
cil cuisine of pizza last meeting, wraps 
containing meat, sprouts, and rice were 
on the menu for the latest edition of 
the SU's summer session. While the 
wraps left something to be desired, the 
culinary crowd-pleaser of cookies and 
fresh fruit helped salvage the menu for 
most attendees. If you're on the edge 
of your seat as you read this tantalizing 
description of the fodder at council and 
if you're at all interested in student poli- 
tics, swing by, fill your belly, and get your 
democracy on. 


CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT 


Compiled by Simon Yackulic 


WITH FRIENDS LIKE THESE... 


Around 2:30 a.m. on July 30, CSS offi- 
cers located a severely intoxicated 
female lying face down on the side- 
walk on the east exterior of the Health 
Research Innovation Facility. 

CSS determined that two other 
females in the area were friends of the 
intoxicated female but they refused to 
take responsibility for her well-being. 
CSS took custody of the female and 
transported her to Hope Mission to 
spend the night. 


NO ROADLEFT UNTRAVELLED 


Just before midnight on July 31, campus 
security officers on routine patrol 


STREETERS 


Compiled and photographed by 
Matt Hirji and Dan McKechnie 


Janet Ariss 
Masters | 


Back-to-school shopping. | always get 
really excited for that — you get new pens, 
pencils, and binders. | also really like all the 
new clothes and shoes that you get to buy. 
I'm a girl, | really like to shop. 


FAITE 
JJ 
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STEVEN DoLLANSKY 


—on technical difficulties with the microphones, which forced him to 
project his voice across the chamber for the remainder of council 


QUESTION PERIOD 


In response to a question about the 
upcoming municipal election this fall, 
Vice President (External) Aden Murphy 
explained that there will be a forum for 
city council candidates at the U of A. 

The details have yet to be worked out, 
but Murphy explained that he’s been 
in contact with Edmonton Next Gen 
— a group that encourages engaged 
citizenship among Edmontonians age 
18-40 — to facilitate the planning of 
the debate. 


TIME TO BE COMMITTED 


Three councillors were named to the 
Students’ Union Strategic Planning 
Committee, functioning in a continuity 
role to help create long-term plans to 
last beyond the yearly election cycle. 
They will join three executives, three SU 
staff members, and three students-at- 
large on the committee. 

Along with the appointments to the 
Strategic Planning Committee, council 
unanimously voted to appoint Jaskaran 


stopped a vehicle for driving the wrong 
way down a one-way street. The driver 
was slurring his speech and stated 
he had just attended a party at the 
Faculty Club. He also had difficulty 
ocating his registration documents 
in his car. The driver was detained for 
he purposes of an impaired driving 
investigation.Edmonton Police Service 
arrived and administered a breath test, 
which the driver failed. He was arrested 
or impaired driving and his vehicle 
was towed. 


DARKNESSISN'T ALWAYS THE BEST 
COVER 


At3 a.m. on July 31, campus secu- 
rity officers stopped a vehicle on 83 
Avenue and 114 Street for driving 
without headlights. A licence check 
showed that he was currently a sus- 
pended driver and had an outstanding 
warrant for assault. Edmonton police 
attended and the driver was taken 
into custody. 


Singh as the new Chief Returning 
Officer, acting on the recommendation 
of the Chief Returning Officer Selection 
Committee. 


WE NEED BOB THE BUILDER 


Bill #13, the political policy on deferred 
maintenance, unanimously passed 
through first reading. The policy out- 
lines Student Council’s advocacy 
for increased provincial spending on 
deferred maintenance projects, along 
with preventative maintenance funding 
in future U of A budgets, and the stance 
that the university should attempt to 
minimize future maintenance costs. 
Council also tackled the issue o 
affordable housing by adopting Bill #14, 
which outlines their position that the 
City of Edmonton remove municipa 
property taxes from residences and 
that the provincial government provide 
a large, one-time grant to help with 
deferred maintenance costs. The SU wil 
also advocate for further funds from the 
province for the development of more 
student residences. 


AREAL WINNER 


Just after 2 a.m.on August 1, CSS stopped 
an intoxicated non-affiliated male in front 
of the Timms Building. The male initially 
provided an alias but eventually identified 
himself. A criminal records check showed 
that he had a history of sexual and violent 
offences, and was known to police as an 
“aggressive panhandler.” The male was 
exhibiting symptoms of extreme drug 
intoxication including hallucinations and 
was taken to the U of A Hospital. 


CAN'T MOVE ON 


Around 5 p.m. on August 1, CSS officers 
ocated a male using one of the study 
ooms in Cameron Library. The male, 
who was known to the service, was no 
onger a University of Alberta student 
and had been removed from residence a 
ew weeks prior to this incident. The male 
was trespassed from campus and CSS 
orced him to turn over University keys 
hat were still in his possession. 


As you may be aware, school is starting in less than a month. 
What's your favourite back-to-school memory? 


» 5) Amanda Annet 
4 Entering First 
Year 


Reconnecting with friends. Over the 
summers, all my friends end up going our 
own ways and it's really hectic. It's nice 
to see everyone again. This year will be 
great because a bunch of my friends are 
starting at the U of A as well. 


~ » | Leonardo 


Mirindie 
; Engineering Ill 


My favourite part is just getting back 
into the school routine. | get really lost 
when | don't have a routine. It’s nice to 
have something to do and meet up with 
friends. 


www.thegatewayonline.ca 


SU asking for 
govt help with 
housing crisis 


The first step in their plan is to meet 
with residence students’ associations and 
Residence Services to ensure that any 
savings will be passed on to students. 

“Once we have a plan,” Murphy 
said, “we'll be taking it to the differ- 
ent city council candidates during the 
municipal election [this October]. If 
we are getting nowhere with the city, 
then we'll probably take it to the prov- 
ince next, and ask them to remove 
residences from the properties that the 
city can tax.” 

So far, any effort to keep rent low on 
campus has led to issues with upkeep. 
The university can’t afford to keep the 
buildings in top shape and so they 
defer maintenance. As the buildings 
age and deteriorate, costs increase, and 
the problems compound. The SU will 
look at lobbying the provincial govern- 
ment to address deferred maintenance, 
but it is not currently a priority. 

The SU will instead focus their lob- 
bying efforts on asking the government 
for funding to build new residences. 

“The construction costs are such in 
Alberta that you don’t see a great deal 
of rental accommodation being built,” 
Dawson said. 

To raise money for construction, 
the University of Toronto has recently 
turned to the private sector to fund 
new residences, a strategy that has 
also been tried at many American 
universities. 


“Our tax laws and things are a little 
bit different, so it’s not quite as preva- 
lent [in Alberta],” Dawson said. “[But] 
irs not unforeseeable that at some 
point in the future, the university 
might have a combination of privately 
operated and university-owned resi- 
dences working in harmony.” 

However, Murphy disagreed. “I'd 
be extremely skeptical of the logistics 
of that, and until I saw anything con- 
clusive or otherwise, I would not be 
very favourable towards it.” 

The private sector is profit-oriented, 
and Murphy doesn’t think it has a 
place in student residences, as the 
rent could go above market value. 

“That’s a situation we really, really 
want to avoid: where residences 
are premium housing, instead of 


affordable housing.” 


Matt Caindec 
Sciences IV 


Ky 


| always like Week of Welcome because 
of the free stuff that they give you. Quad 
is always full of people and you are always 
running into people. 
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BMI not an accurate measure of health 


UofA researcher links high fat and survival rates in heart failure patients 


HAYLEY DUNNING 


News Writer 


Body Mass Index (BMI), often used as 
an indicator of overall health, is not an 
accurate indicator of survivability in 
heart failure patients, according to a 
new University of Alberta study. 

The BMI is a measure of body 
weight based on height and weight. 
Individuals can input personal statis- 
tics into a BMI calculator to determine 
where their BMI falls relative to the 
‘healthy’ weight standards. 

“In the general population, the 
higher your BMI the greater your risk 
of disease and dying early. We were 
the first ones to measure body com- 
position in [heart failure] patients,” 
said Antigone Oreopoulos of the U of 
A’s School of Public Health. 

Oreopoulos led a study to test the 
“obesity paradox”: why heart failure 
patients with higher BMI have greater 
rates of survival. 

“We asked what component of 
increased weight — is it fat, is it muscle, 
or is it both — that’s protecting these 
patients from death?” she said. 

The study recorded the BMI of 140 
patients, along with five “surrogates of 
death,” which are known prognostic 
factors for heart failure. These factors 
included nutritional status, quality of 
life, inflammation, exercise capac- 


campus 
digest 


CONFERENCE ON TOLERANCE 


An international survey studying the 
effects of xeno-racism and its links with 
extremism is one result of a conference 
on the subject hosted last month at the 
University of Alberta. 
The resulting study will focus. ini- 
tially on Muslim communities, noting 
perceived hostility towards them after 
events such as 9/11, the assassination of 
Dutch filmmaker Theo van Gogh, and the 
2005 London Tube Bombings. 

Xeno-racism is the fear of people 
perceived to be foreign because of their 
ace, and Department of Political Science 
Chair Andy Knight hosted the conference 
© analyze how xeno-racism relates to 
extremism in North America and Europe 
Knight has noted that Canada’s 
policy of multiculturalism puts it ahead 
of some European countries in inte- 
grating immigrants and combating 
issues of xeno-racism. However, he 
has argued that this does not make 
Canada immune to extremism, and that 
conferences on the issue can help to 
inform the Canadian government on the 
prevention of xeno-racism. 


ity, and severity of heart failure. Body 
composition was then measured using 
a Dual Energy X-ray Absorptiometry 
(DEXA) scan to get an accurate mea- 
sure of muscle mass and body fat 
percentage. The results revealed that 
BMI is not a good predictor of posi- 
tive prognostic factors for heart failure 
patients, as it doesn’t discern between 
fat and muscle. 

“Tt suggests there are differing effects 
of muscle and fat in heart failure, and 
that’s a really key finding. It shows that 
really, clinicians need to be measuring 
both to track changes, and we need 
to be measuring both in research to 
understand this phenomenon.” 

In the meantime, according to 
Oreopoulos, doctors need alternatives 
to BMI to assess heart failure patients. 
A DEXA scanner costs approximately 
$100,000 and requires a specialized 
technician, so is impractical for rou- 
tine use. Oreopoulos also tested other 
methods of estimating body fat, such 
as waist circumference and waist-to- 
height ratio, as well as cheaper instru- 
mental methods such as bio-electrical 
impedance, used in home body fat 
scales, and near infrared interactance. 

“TThe near infrared interactance] 
uses near infrared light. It has a sensor 
which you apply to the biceps and it 
measures your percent fat and your 
muscle,” Oreopoulos said. 


CAPTURING OUR CARBON 


The Faculty of Engineering at the 
University of Alberta will now play 
host to the Canadian Centre for Clean 
Coal/Carbon and Mineral Processing 
Technologies (CSMPT). The teach- 
ing and research centre will focus on 
being at the cutting edge of clean coal 
and carbon, mineral processing, water- 
based oil sands extraction, and carbon 
capture and storage. 
Funding for the $21 million centre 
will come from both the Government of 
Alberta and the private industry. It will 
focus on clean energy innovations. 
The centre will be headed by Dr. 
Quingxia (Chad) Liu, who said CSMPT 
will expedite the process of getting 
energy innovations turned into market 
applications by sharing developments 
with industry partners. Liu holds two 
doctorate degrees and has extensive 
experience in private sector work. 


ABORIGINAL JOURNAL LAUNCHES 


Beginning in November, the Faculty 
of Native Studies at the University of 
Alberta will begin publishing a new 
academic journal called Aboriginal 
Policy Studies. 

will focus on policy issues pertain- 
ing to urban Aboriginals and those 
living off-reserve, as well as Métis and 
non-status Indians. The journal will be 
published semi-annually and hopes 


ao 


Most of the alternatives had similar 
issues to the BMI measurement and 
were not reliable. However, near infra- 
red interactance performed within 
acceptable limits, and at around only 
$5,000 per unit, is a much more fea- 
sible alternative. 

Discerning between fat and muscle 
is only the first step in understand- 
ing the obesity paradox, explained 
Oreopoulos. While muscle is a greater 
indicator of health in the general 
public, it may be that fat acts as an 
energy store for heart failure patients 
in the final stages of the disease. 

“At later stages of the disease, 
[patients] can get “wasting” They get 
inflammation and their metabolic rate 
is very high, so they're losing weight 
uncontrollably. So it’s possible that 
fat may still play a protective role.” 
Oreopoulos said. 

The next stage of Oreopoulos’ 
research is to test the effect of inten- 
tional weight loss in very obese heart 
failure patients. However, if muscle 
is the driving factor, weight loss pro- 
grams that do not strive to maintain 
muscle may be detrimental. Muscle 
is often hard to gain or maintain, as 
exercise is difficult for heart failure 
patients. Until longer-term studies 
on the effects of muscle versus fat are 
completed, definite recommendations 
cannot be made. 


to attract articles from multiple dis- 
ciplines that are relevant to Canadian 
aboriginal policy. 
The journal's first editor will be 
Chris Anderson, who is an associ- 
ate professor in the Faculty of Native 
Studies. Funding to start the journal 
came from a grant through the Federal 
Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status 
Indians, which is a department that co- 
ordinates urban aboriginal strategy for 
the national government. 
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MILITARY MEDAL FOR SURGEON 


Last month, the Canadian military 
ecognized U of A surgeon Stewart 
Hamilton with the General Service 
edal for his work in Afghanistan in 
2008. Hamilton served in the hospital 
at Kandahar Airfield and was responsi- 
ble for treating coalition forces, Afghan 
security forces, and civilians. 
The General Service Medal is given 
by the Canadian Forces to recognize 
hose whose work is not in the direct 
heatre of combat, but who support the 
nternational Security Assistance Force, 
which is in combat in Afghanistan with 
Canadian troops. 
Hamilton did his general surgery 
residency at the U of A, and was also 
chair of the university's department of 
surgery for 10 years. He continues to 
practice in Edmonton while doing on- 
call emergency surgeries at the U of A 
hospital. 


Modern Tribal 
Studio Address: Fusion Style 
10426-81Ave. 


Edmonton, AB. Egyptian 


Belly Dance Classes - All Levels 
Spring Session - 8 Weeks, May-June 
Summer Session - 6 Weeks, July - Aug. 
Fall Session - 10 Weeks, Sept. - Nov. 
Winter Session - 10 Weeks, Jan. - March 


American 
Tribal Style 


To Register PH. 780 - 439 - 6960 
Email: isis_dance@hotmail.com 
For Schedule: www.isisdance.com 
Click“Classes” on home page 


ISIS COSTUME BOUTIQUE 
features costumes for all 

belly dance styles - beginner to 
professional 
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FREE Seminar 
every Tuesday, 7pm 
10037B-Whyte Ave 
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New Asian Village 


Ultimate in East Indian Cuisine 


www.newasianvillage.com 


) PREFERRED 


oe Bees BLA MURR RA GN BT 


Buy One Get One Free 
Entree*or 10% off of Daily 
Lunch or Dinner Buffet 


DINE IN ONLY, ONE PER TABLE 
*OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE TO A MAX OF $10.00 


New Asian Village 


Ultimate in East Indian Cuisine 


10143 Saskatchewan Dr. 
433.3804 / 434.8303 


9308 34ave 
463.9997 


17507 100ave 
488.6666 / 488.0111 


320 Manning Crossing 
473.7777 
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University of Alberta alumnus awarded Order of Canada 


Former Gateway writer recognized for developing the Alberta Online Encyclopedia, a heritage website with millions of visitors to date 


SIWEI CHEN 


News Writer 


Working on the Alberta Online 
Encyclopedia, an online resource 
that has helped countless Albertans 
connect with history, has earned a 
University of Alberta alumnus the 
Order of Canada. 

Adriana Davies is the founding 
Executive Director and Editor-in-Chief 
of the Alberta Online Encyclopedia 
(albertasource.ca), a website capable 
of searching across 81 websites con- 
taining a myriad of topics concerning 
Alberta heritage. 

Despite the fact that her Order of 
Canada ceremony may not be until 
spring 2011, Davies is excited for what 
the honour represents for the heritage 
field and all of those involved with 
preserving and showcasing aspects of 
Canada’s history. 

“Tm doubly thrilled because I think 
that sometimes people who work in 
the heritage field do so in anonymity,” 
Davies said. “I think that the heritage 
field is likely under-represented, so 
not only did I personally get recog- 
nized, but the field in which I spent 
the majority of my adult life working 
has also been recognized.” 

“Tn January 2000, after [the Heritage 
Community Foundation] built our 
first website [for the provincial cente- 
nary], I realized that that was the way 
to go,” Davies said. “That was the way 
to engage all Canadians, by using the 
medium of choice: the world wide 
web.” 


With that, the idea of the Alberta 
Online Encyclopedia was born. As of 


2008, nearly two million visitors vis- 
ited the website for a total of about 4 
million actual site visits of up to half 
an hour in duration. 

As its founder, Davies has many 
things to be proud of. 

“The Alberta Online Encyclopedia 
really is the largest provincial reposi- 
tory of material about our heritage 
in all aspects: the historical, natural, 
cultural, scientific, and technological 
heritage,” Davies said. 


“T always felt that at 
some point I would 
have to pay back my 
adoptive country for 
all of the opportunities 
and good luck that I 
had.” 


ADRIANA DAVIES 
ORDER OF CANADA RECIPIENT 


“To me, making this material avail- 
able, and also the stories of ordinary 
people and non-mainstream commu- 
nities, is just absolutely critical.” 

Although initially supported by 
Centennial Legacy funding of $1.2 mil- 
lion, it became increasingly difficult to 
finance the project as a small charity, 
so the trustees decided in 2009 to gift 
the Alberta Online Encyclopedia to 
the University of Alberta, making it a 
part of its library system. 

Davies immigrated to Canada with 
her parents in 1951 from Grimaldi, 
Italy. 


“As an immigrant and a child of 
immigrants, I always felt that at some 
point I would have to pay back my 
adoptive country for all of the oppor- 
tunities and good luck that I had,” 
Davies said. 

Even from a young age, Davies 
had felt drawn to the preservation of 
heritage. “I was really interested in 
becoming an architect. That aspect of 
the built heritage fascinated me since | 
was a young child.” 

Empowered with her love for heri- 
tage and a desire to contribute to her 
adoptive country, Davies joined the 
Gateway writing team in pursuit of a 
career in journalism. Eventually, her 
love of academe led her into a Masters 
in English Literature and to London, 
England for a doctorate in English 
Comparative Literature. 

“TAfter my doctorate], I made my 
living through freelance, research, 
and editorial,’ Davies said. “The writ- 
ing, the editing, the teaching — all of 
these things were part of what I did 
and what I enjoyed, and when I came 
back to Canada, I continued to do all 
of these things.” 

Now that she’s received the Order 
of Canada and completed the project 
which merited her award, Davies is 
still giving back. 

Although she claims to be suffer- 
ing from “total burnout,” she’s not 
only the Secretary of the International 
Council of Museums (ICOM), Canada 
Committee, but is also curating an 
exhibit of an art professor. 

“T really want to work only on proj- 
ects that are life-affirming in some 
way or else give me a great kick.” 


SIWEI CHEN 
WORK OF A LIFETIME Davies made a career out of writing and research. 
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OPINION 


Capital city transit 
shifts into gear 


STARTING AT THE END OF AUGUST, BUSES WILL 
begin running from Leduc to Edmonton’s south side, 
connecting to the newly-built Century Park LRT station. 
For their dedication to transit and their realization that 
it makes for better communities, both the City of Leduc 
and Leduc County should be commended. 

Taken with the recent expansions, proposed and 
approved, of Edmonton’s LRT line, it shows an expand- 
ing appreciation of transit by our local governments 
and the role it plays in society. Our ruling bodies are 
finally recognizing that transit isn’t just a fringe service 
used only by low-income earners, but rather a basic 
amenity that should be accessible to everyone. 

The City of Leduc and Leduc County approved the 
C-Line Transit system at the end of July and plan to 
have buses on the road by the end of summer. Routes 
will start at Century Park, pass the airport, loop 
through Leduc, and then head back to the beginning. 
The route will be repeated four times each morning 
and afternoon, giving people in Leduc the access to 
transit and making it easier to work in Edmonton. 

While the prices aren’t ideal and the service is still 
somewhat minimal, it’s a start. And with the $490,000 
a year price tag being fronted by the City and County of 
Leduc, it’s a clear sign that they’ve decided to back their 
new transit priorities with a sizable financial contri- 
bution. The City of Edmonton has also recognized 
its past sins of omission, as it moves to expand the 
LRT at a surprisingly quick rate. Trains have become 
packed during business hours as commuters move 
from Century Park up to Clareview, and the further 
expansions of the lines currently being planned will 
hopefully continue to increase ridership. 

As well, the negotiation of the UPass by our postsec- 
ondary student governments and the City of Edmonton 
ets students access the system at an affordable rate, 
building customer loyalty to public transportation and 
exposing students to its possibilities. It’s hard to argue 
against transit when it’s priced at only a little more than 
$25 a month during the Fall and Winter terms. 

The city has even committed itself to expanding 
LRT service to all corners of the city. A new line from 
Churchill to NAIT will pass Grant MacEwan and con- 
nect all three postsecondary institutions through the 
LRT. The LRT Network Plan, adopted in 2009, includes 
plans for six different lines running out of the down- 
town core. The new lines will favour urban LRT plan- 
ning: low-floor LRTs, better integration of stops into the 
community, and closer spacing for stops. 

Together, the introduction of C-Line Transit and the 
expansion of the LRT means more people will have 
access to transit. But there’s still plenty of room for 
improvement. The C-Line will only provide service 
into Edmonton in the mornings and evenings, with no 
buses running on the weekend. As well, transit in the 
city outside the LRT is abysmal — after 6 p.m., entire 
sections of the city become either completely unreach- 
able or accessible only at a snail’s pace. Waiting up to 
an hour for a bus on a major route is laughable, and the 
fact that essentially all transit completely shuts down 
shortly after 1 a.m. is still unacceptable. 

Major world cities recognize the importance of 
quick, efficient transit and have multiple ways of 
moving people around. While recent efforts to 
increase transit throughout the capital region should 
be applauded, it has a long way to go before it sur- 
passes mediocrity. With the approval by council, that 
should happen at some point in the next 10 years. 


JUSTIN BELL 
Managing Editor 


We are the future 


If there was any doubt that the Simpsons had 
overstayed their welcome on our cutting-edge 3D 
televisions, this week a hypothetical future Lisa 
Simpson reached her wedding date — August 1, 2010. 
While we have in some ways surpassed the Simpsons’s 
vision of the future — the iPhone 4’s FaceTime makes 
“Picture Phones’ look like a thing of the past, or rather, 
present — I can’t help but feel saddened by the absence 
of holographic trees and Ace Ventura 6 in our allegedly 
futuristic decade. So much for progress. 


EVAN MUDRYK 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


fromm 
web 


U of A racers deserve 
prizes and praise 


RE: (Racecar team pulls into fourth in 
competition, Aaron Yeo, July 22) 

Congratulations guys, | know how 
much work you put in. 


CHARLES HEARD 


Via Internet 


Chick disapproves of 
hugging, wage gap 


RE: (Debate about nomination of 
new Governor General is skin deep, 
Tyler Dawson, July 22) 

Hugging it out isn’t going to close 
the wage gap. 


“SOME CHICK” 


Via Internet 


Radical ideas about 
gender equality 


RE: (Debate about nomination of 
new Governor General is skin deep, 
Tyler Dawson, July 22) 

The wage gap is amyth created by 
radical feminists to maintain the illu- 
sion of oppression. 


“TREB” 


Via Internet 


FINE, GEORGE, BUT 
WOULD YOU PLEASE STop 


MAKING OUT WITH BEN! 


OH, MAKE. SURE THAT OUR NEW NATION 
_ CAN'T BAN SAME-SEX MARRIAGES, WON'T your 


Fact checking 101 


RE: (Debate about nomination of 
new Governor General is skin deep, 
Tyler Dawson, July 22) 

Hooray for the backlash! | am not 
going to do your research for you, 
but might | suggest that Google is 
your friend in this instance? 


“Or 


Via Internet 


Much too little , much 
too late 


RE: (The Cat Empire — July 22 at 
the Starlite Room, Julianna Damer, 
August 4) 

Ack! If | would have known they 
were here! 


“SAD DAN” 


Via Internet 


Letters to the editor should be sent 
to letters@gateway.ualberta.ca or 
delivered via paper airplain to SUB 
3-04. Website comments may 
occasionally be printed. 

The Gateway reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and clar- 
ity, and to refuse publication of any 
letter it deems racist, sexist, libel- 
lous, or otherwise hateful in nature. 
The Gateway also reserves the right 
to publish letters online. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 450 words, and should 
include the author's name, program, 
and year of study to be considered 
for publication. 


opinion@gateway.ualberta.ca ¢ thursday, august 5, 2010 


LETTERS FRoM 
THE ARCHIVES 


Somebody doesn’t want 
anyone else to have fun 


“Aggies once, aggies twice holy 
fucking Jesus Christ, rim-ram, God 
damn, son-of-bitchin AGGIES.” 
Yes, we all heard those Aggies 
last Thursday parading through 
campus, shouting their cheer, and 
galloping on horseback looking for 
something, or someone, to rope. 
After viewing, and hearting this 
aculty “display,” | could not help but 
eel slightly embarrassed. First, the 
‘aggie” 


i 


e” cheer is nothing but rude and 
offensive. | admire your enthusiasm, 
but that kind of language is simply 
inexcusable in any education insti- 
ution. Unfortunately that particu- 
ar “aggie” cheer has been chanted 
hroughout agricultural colleges for 
many, many years — | know, | was 
an “aggie” eleven years ago. 

Eleven years ago was also a time 
when agriculture and the prospects 
of farming for a living was relatively 
feasible. It was also a time when we 
could get away with being rude and 
offensive; it was a time when the 
image of the “professional agrolo- 
gist” was not all that important. 
But the image of the farmer in 1991 
must (for the sake of preserving 
agriculture as a viable business) be 
presented as that of an intelligent, 
politically aware, and conscientious 


ROSS VINCENT 


business person — if, and only if, 
they are to be taken seriously. 
Aggies ... grow up. | understand 
that you are cutting loose from 
university pressures, but do your- 
selves a favour... save it for the Cook 
County Saloon. Try a more 
gressive approach with your “aggie 
awareness tactics.” Show the rest 
of the community what agriculture 
really means and how important it is 
to the rest of the world. 
t is everyone's future, and pa 
ticularly yours, which is at stake. 


pro- 


M. MIROY 
November 26, 1991 


Smoking hot freshman 


The article “Women who smoke” in 
ast week's Gateway surprised me. 

any modern girls smoke; most of 
hem do it to be smart, | admit that. 

aybe a few are tobacco addicts. But 
o write such a vituperative attack on 
every weed-waver on the campus is 
idiculous. The modern girl is just as 
morally sound as any female ances- 
or who fainted at the whiff of a cigar; 
a superficial fad like smoking. will 
never gain sufficient force to break 
down social habits — its “evil ways” 
are purely theoretical. 

The person who wrote that article 
should go back to the mountain, away 
from the evil, horrid world. We don't 
want him. 


A MERE FRESHMAN 
October 15, 1943 
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LSAT MCAT Teach English 
GMAT GRE 


¢ Complete 30-Hour Seminars 


¢ Convenient Weekend Schedule 


TESOL/TESL Teacher Training 
Certification Courses 


¢ Proven Test-Taking Strategies 


¢ Experienced Course Instructors 
¢ Intensive 60-Hour Program 

¢ Classroom Management Techniques 

* Detailed Lesson Planning 

¢ ESL Skills Development 

¢ Comprehensive Teaching Materials 

¢ Interactive Teaching Practicum 

¢ Internationally Recognized Certificate 


¢ Comprehensive Study Materials 
¢ Simulated Practice Exams 

¢ Limited Class Size 
¢ Free Repeat Policy 
¢ Personal Tutoring Available 

* Thousands of Satisfied Students }} , 7... cher Placement Service 
¢ Money-Back Guarantee Included 
¢ Thousands of Satisfied Students 


OXFORD SEMINARS 


1-800-269-6719/604-683-3430 
www.oxfordseminars.ca 


OXFORD SEMINARS 
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604-683-3430 
www.oxfordseminars.ca 


University of 
University of Lethbridge Lethbridge 


Edmonton Campus 
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Earna 
Degree * 
While You 
Eana | 
Living 


Work toward a recognized Management degree while you 
hold a full-time job! 


e NEW: 4-year degree programs in Accounting, Finance, Human Resource 
Management, Marketing, General Management, International Management 

e Study full-time or part-time (evening and weekend programs) 

° Transfer previous courses or complete the full 4-year BMgt degree in 
Edmonton or Calgary 

e Already have a business diploma? Get your degree in as little as two years 
(2.5 if you have a professional diploma in another field) 

e Aiming for a career in Accounting? Ask about our CA Bridging Program 


Find more information (and life-changing opportunities) at 


EARNandLEARN.ca 
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Lack of tampons is an outrage 


JONN 
KMECH 


t the Students’ Council meet- 
A ing on August 3, Vice President 

(Operations & Finance) Zach 
Fentiman answered a question regard- 
ing an absence of feminine hygiene 
product dispensers in female wash- 
rooms in SUB. Apparently, several of 
the washrooms contain condom dis- 
pensers, but no dispensers for femi- 
nine products. Fentiman said that they 
were currently looking into providing 
such supplies. 

I'm incredibly glad that council is 
finally doing something about this 
pressing, and frankly, sexist issue. As a 
man, I’ve always been disheartened by 
the lack of feminine hygiene products 
I've noticed in women’s washrooms on 
this campus. I know for a fact that this 
problem irks many ladies, and it’s high 


time this problem is addressed. 

Why, several times now, I’ve come 
across women exiting stalls 
remarked to them about how inappro- 
priate it is for male products to be in 
female washrooms to the exclusion of 
feminine hygiene products. | vowed 
not to rest until this institution puts 
more tampons in the women’s johns. 
Their cries of “why the hell are you in 
here, you disgusting creep” and “what 
are you, some kind of fucking psycho” 
tell me that I’m not alone in identify- 
ing this as a major problem. 

Another time, I said something akin 
to “it’s appalling that I can buy this 
condom and try it on in here, while 
women can’t even purchase products 
for a completely natural monthly pro- 
cess.” I barely got away in time before 
nearby women could express their 
enthusiasm for the idea. Or occasion- 
ally, while sitting and pondering the 
issue on the porcelain throne, I'll 
exclaim out loud, “God, when will 
this University get some tampons in 
here, amiright?” The screams emanat- 
ing from the other stalls in response 
assure me that there’s more than one 


and 


girl on campus that agrees. None of 
them seem to know where to obtain 
any feminine hygiene products when 
I ask either, which tells me that this 
could be a silent public health crisis. 
Alas, I’ve tried to explain this dire 
situation to Campus 5-0 numerous 
times, but they only seem interested 
in getting me into the squad car. But 
I will not stay quiet on this issue. 
Not until the day comes when I can 
walk into a female washroom on this 


campus, knock ona stall door, and ask, 
“Ma’am, are there sufficient feminine 
products in there to suit your needs?” 
— and be answered with a resound- 
ing “yes” — will! stop fighting. 

I may be tackled numerous times 
by security, I may have to escape 
through more ventilation ducts than 
I'd prefer, but it’s a small price to pay 
for standing up for women’s rights, 
especially when it comes to some- 
thing in such a private and personal 
area as the washroom. 

And on that note, when are they 
going to start installing urinals in the 
women’s washrooms? The lack of 
them is highly inconvenient. 


Students tuition share is cause for alarm 


ALIX 


ver the course of the past 
year, we've seen a number 
of protests taking aim at 


increasing tuition fees. “Education is 
a right,” goes the slogan printed on 
signs. Postsecondary education, how- 
ever, isn’t a fundamental human right, 
as much as a basic education may be 
necessary. That doesn’t mean, though, 
that rising educational costs in Canada 
are any less problematic. 

Canada’s universities are publicly 
funded. It’s a system that, like our 
universal health care coverage, we 
love to brag about. But a recent study 
by TD Economics found that schools 
across Canada are increasingly relying 
on students for their funding. Back in 
1980, tuition and fees accounted for 
only 13 per cent of university rev- 
enue. That number has nearly tripled, 
with students forking out 36 per cent 
of schools’ revenue in 2005. 

In 2009, Carl Amrheim bragged that 
tuition at the U of A accounted for an 
ever-decreasing proportion of the oper- 
ating budget, a tidy bit of wordplay that 
glossed over how constant increases in 
ancillary fees have more than picked 
up the slack. Tuition and additional 
fees combined made up nearly 28 per 
cent of the University’s total income in 
2008, a proportion that’s undoubtedly 
increased with the invention of the 
Common Student Space, Sustainability, 
and Services (CoSSS) fee. 


It’s obvious that education is 
important to Canadians. According 
to a 2005 study by the Canadian 
Millennium Scholarship Foundation, 
80 per cent of high school students 
say their parents expect them to com- 
plete a university or college degree. 
The public system is a reflection of 
the value that Canadian society has 
placed on higher education. We've 
decided that it’s worth it for taxpay- 
ers to shell out for students to attend 
postsecondary so they don’t incur 
massive amounts of debt. 


The American 
template for 
postsecondary 
education isn’t one 
Canada should be 
looking to emulate, 
yet that’s the direction 
were headed in. 


The Canadian postsecondary system 
stands out in comparison to the one 
in the United States. After attending 
high school in the U.S., I was offered 
a $20,000 scholarship to attend a pri- 
vate university in the States. I opted to 
return to Canada and enroll at the U 
of A instead, because there was simply 
no way I could afford the $20,000 in 
tuition and residence fees their finan- 
cial aid wouldn't cover. In fact, my 
entire U of A degree will cost less 
than a single year at many U.S. insti- 
tutions, where even some publicly 
funded schools have tuition rates of 
over $10,000 a year. The American 
template for postsecondary education 


isn’t one Canada should be looking to 
emulate, yet that’s the direction we're 
headed in. 

The situation is only made worse 
when you consider that we're paying 
more for administrative costs than 
ever before. While money spent on 
instruction has risen at roughly the 
same rate as Our tuition fees, executive 
salaries at the University of Alberta 
have more than tripled in the past 10 
years, resulting in President Indira 
Samarasekera’s obscene $830,000 
salary and benefits package. 

The simple. 
Holding signs and chanting obvi- 
ously hasn’t been effective, as the 
Alberta. government continues to 
put education somewhere far below 
oil and big business on its list of pri- 
orities, while university executives 
cut themselves progressively larger 
cheques. It might help if our students’ 
associations were actually doing 
something useful in response to the 
astronomical increases in ancillary 
fees. After organizing a lackluster 
protest in response to the CoSSS fee, 
the Students’ Union has been other- 
wise silent on the issue, perhaps an 
indication that we should consider 


solutions aren’t 


ourselves grateful to only be paying 
an additional $290 in fees instead of 
the originally proposed $550. 

Furthermore, Canadians — and 
not just students — need to demand 
that governments put our tax money 
where our values are, while also hold- 
ing individual institutions account- 
able for their spending. If we want to 
preserve a public system where grad- 
uates aren’t burdened with increas- 
ingly massive debts, we simply can’t 
afford the half-measures we've so far 
been accepting. 
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Water a natural resource, not a right 


ANTONY 
TA 


ast week, the United Nations 
L General Assembly passed a 

non-binding resolution that 
recognizes water as a human right, 
but Canada abstained from voting 
on the motion. While the UN might 
call it “a human right that is essen- 
tial for the full enjoyment of life and 
all human rights,” water itself isn’t a 
fundamental human right, but rather 
a consumable resource. Billions of 
people live in areas without sufficient 
access to clean drinking water and 
basic sanitation. 

The problem gets worse as a vari- 
ety of factors exacerbate the effects of 
physical and economic water scarcity. 
Guaranteeing access to water is cur- 
rently an unachievable goal, as simply 
calling water a “right” doesn’t remove 
any of the barriers that would allow 
that right to be attained by all. 

Some of the regions that are experi- 
encing physical water scarcity — such 
as Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Mongolia, 
and northern China — have tradition- 
ally been dry places with deserts that 
have existed for thousands of years. 
Indeed, every major civilization since 
the ancient Mesopotamians has dealt 
with physical water scarcity in some 
way; the irrigation and hydraulic 
systems pioneered by ancient societ- 
ies still exist in one form or another 


“The reality is that in a closed system, you will 
eventually run out of any finite resource; while there's 
plenty of water on our planet, only a tiny portion of it 
safe to drink. The solution to the age-old problem of 
water allocation is a simple one, but not something 
the UN is able to implement: population control.” 


today. However, water distribution 
has gotten a lot more complicated in 
the past few millennia. Those ancient 
systems were for transporting water 
from one place to another, not for fil- 
tering polluted water to make it clean 
and drinkable. The sophisticated water 
treatment systems that exist today 
require extensive infrastructure and 
resources that make them inaccessible 
in many parts of the world. Declaring 
water a “right” doesn’t make this tech- 
nology any more attainable. 
Sometimes linked to physical water 
scarcity, the economic scarcity of 
water is connected to the unequal dis- 
tribution of global wealth. Colonial 
wars, multinational corporations, 
and rampant government corruption 
in some parts of the world led to the 
emergence of the “Third World” in 
the 20th century. Corrupt national 
governments don’t lack the capital for 
public infrastructure, but that money 
is instead siphoned off to private 
accounts. War-torn and impoverished 
countries, unsurprisingly, simply can’t 
afford to clean and distribute water. 
Overpopulation only worsens water 
scarcity related to poverty. Some of 
the world’s most densely populated 
regions experience the worst prob- 
lems with water scarcity — China, for 
instance, suffers from both physical 


and economic scarcity of water. With 
the global population approaching 
seven billion, overpopulation is no 


danger, and there’s no way to divide 
the world’s drinking water equally 
between seven billion people. 

The reality is that in a closed system, 
you will eventually run out of any 
finite resource; while there’s plenty of 
water on our planet, only a tiny por- 
tion of it is safe to drink. The solution 
to the age-old problems of water allo- 
cation is a simple one, but not some- 
thing the UN is able to implement: 
population control. 

Human beings are thinking, rea- 
soning, fair creatures. And we're 
inclined to care about the pain and 
suffering of our fellow man. But that 
doesn’t exclude us from the harsh 
rules of nature that supersede what- 


ever resolutions the UN General |p 


Assembly passes. 

To solve the world’s water crisis, 
afflicted nations will have to learn how 
to overcome their domestic problems 
of overpopulation, corruption, and 
distribution, among others, and a UN 
resolution does nothing to help. The 
United Nations may have declared 
water a fundamental human right, 


but nature will certainly consider the | 


resolution non-binding. 


Afghanistan leaks serve democracy ; 


WikiLeaks pursues essential mandate by releasing secret U.S. documents 


TYLER 
DAWSON 


| 
A 
n what might be the largest intel- 
| ligence leak since the Pentagon 
Papers regarding the Vietnam 
War, online whistleblower organiza- 
tion Wikileaks has obtained around 
92,000 reports in a document that out- 
lines the “cut and thrust of the entire 
war [in Afghanistan],” according to 
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange. 
Assange, who first gained notoriety 
in 1991 for being part of a group that 
hacked into the computer system of 
Nortel Telecom, founded the organi- 
zation to aid journalists who couldn't 
get their material published by the 
mainstream press. 

WikiLeaks has come under criticism 
for following that mandate, as it has 
led to allegations that some materials 
published may lack context. Such was 
the situation in 2009, when indepen- 
dent reviews rejected allegations that 
documents published by the site con- 
tained evidence that climate change 
scientists inflated the gravity of the 
global warming situation. 

However, in this circumstance, the 
Pentagon has given no indication that 
the documents are not legitimate, 
and although media organizations 
have not independently confirmed 
the validity and accuracy of the docu- 
ments, the response of government 
officials suggest that the documents 
are, in fact, real. What the Pentagon 
has done is execute a twofold and con- 
tradictory attempt to downplay the 


significance of the documents, citing 
them as merely “secret” and not “top- 
secret,” while also suggesting that the 
leak contains information important 
enough to endanger the lives of men 
and women serving in Afghanistan. 

Admiral Mike Mullen of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff charged on Thursday 
July 29 that Assange and his source 
“might already have on their hands the 
blood of some young soldier or that of 
an Afghan family.” Indeed, alluding to 
the severity of the situation, Secretary 
of Defense Robert Gates has called in 
the FBI to assist with the investigation 
into the source of the leaks. 

And in addition to the documents 
currently released, WikiLeaks has 
confirmed that they have an addi- 
tional 15,000 documents, which they 
are censoring for security purposes 
before releasing to the public. In fact, 
a WikiLeaks spokesperson in Germany, 
Daniel Schmitt, said that the organi- 
zation wanted to communicate with 
the Pentagon in order to “make redac- 
tions so they can be safely published,” 
although Pentagon officials said on 
Wednesday they had not received a 
request for help from the organization. 

The security concerns raised by gov- 
ernment officials are no doubt impor- 
tant; however, the public must look 
beyond the rhetoric of the U.S. gov- 
ernment and investigate the contents 
of these documents independently. 
Much of it is what you'd expect. 
The report paints a dark picture of 
Afghanistan, in which the war is going 
poorly and languishing, while money 
and supplies are bestowed upon the 
Iraq military effort instead. This is 
information that some commentators 
have derided as irrelevant and recycled 
common knowledge. 

However, that misses the point. The 


disclosure of these documents is of | 


fundamental importance to democ- 
racy. On July 26, Mr. Assange stated 
in a press conference at the Frontline 


Club in London that he believes the & 


documents might contain evidence 
that coalition forces in Afghanistan 
have committed war crimes. 

It is of utmost importance to the 
ideals of democracy, and to the ideals 
of justice, that these claims are inves- 
tigated. Despite the illegal nature of 
this intelligence leak, it is nevertheless 
absolutely necessary that the public 
and the media limit the ability of gov- 
ernments to act in an arbitrary, secre- 
tive, and immoral fashion. 

Very few people would claim the 
war in Afghanistan is going well. 
However, there are debates over the 
efficacy and competency of military 
strategy, as well as the morality of 
some of the U.S. military’s actions 
on the ground, that knowledge from 
these documents could shed light on. 

I’s not surprising that the official 


information given about the war is = 


processed to some extent by govern- 
ment bureaucracy and media institu- 
tions. But these documents suggest 
that warped information is essentially 
commonplace. However, we should 
still be wary of the information pre- 
sented in the leaked documents. It’s 
necessary that the public concern 
themselves with the content of the 
documents, but approach it with a 
critical eye. 

The WikiLeaks release has given 
the public a treasure trove of informa- 
tion about the war in Afghanistan, but 
it must be used cautiously. Anything 
else would be an insult to the enter- 
prising individual that managed to get 
the documents out of secret databases 
and onto the internet. 
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‘The month of 


Words by Justin Bell 
Photos by Aaron Yeo 


he Muslim Community of 
(MCE) mosque is 
tucked away in a leafy corner of 
Strathcona, a large, grey building, 
but one that doesn’t look out of place in the heart 
of Edmonton. It’s a quiet place on a weekday 


Edmonton 


evening, but with Ramadan starting in August, 
it will soon be bustling with activity. 

On a typical night, men greet each other in 
the foyer with handshakes as they remove their 
shoes then go to wash their hands and face. But 
only hushed tones are used inside the vast prayer 
hall. 

Men start filing into the hall at about 9:40 
p.m. for evening prayers, while women move to 
the second-floor prayer room. Alternating grey- 
and pink-striped carpeting in the chamber are 
set at an angle that points to the shortest line to 
Mecca, Islam’s holiest site and the direction of 
worship for all Muslims. 

As they wait for the service to start, a few 
people sit around reading the Quran or pre- 
paring for the prayers to come, moving chairs 
and clutter out of the way. Then suddenly, the 
muezzin takes to the microphone and his voice 
fills the room with the adhan, the lilting call 
to prayer. 

The Arabic word for mosque, masjid, trans- 


ates as “place of prostration” and as the prayer 
continues, the men bow and touch their heads 


to the ground in deference to God. 

Prayers last a half an hour, after which every- 
one files out, again shaking hands and chatting 
briefly with friends and acquaintances, before 
putting their shoes on and heading home. 

It’s a process repeated five times a day for the 
world’s 1.5 billion Muslims, as they filter in 
and out of mosques for daily prayers. But their 
actions will soon take on greater significance 
as Ramadan starts, a month of fasting where 
Muslims refrain from eating, drinking, or sexual 
activity from dawn until sunset. As the imam 
from the Muslim Community of Edmonton’s 
mosque explains, Ramadan is a time to reset 
spiritually and reconnect with God. 

“Ramadan is a month of renewing the heart 
and renewing one’s association with Allah, our 
God,” says Sheikh Alaa Hussein. Having arrived 
in Canada only two years ago from Egypt, he 
has Harith Al-Shiraida, who acts as the “English- 
speaking imam” at the mosque and leads the 
Friday prayers, to translate for him. As the Sheikh 
describes it, it’s also a time for Muslims to ask for 
forgiveness for sins and to prove piety to God, 
which is the ultimate goal of the month. 

“If you're on a journey, a car requires mainte- 
nance on the way,” he says through his transla- 
tor. “The heart is similar in that manner in that 
it requires maintenance and renewal of its inten- 
tions towards the worship of God.” 


Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic 
calendar. Because Islam is based on the lunar 
calendar, the exact date of Ramadan changes 
from year to year, moving backwards through 
the Gregorian calendar. It should commence 
this year on August 11, but the exact start date 
can vary from city to city as the month isn’t 
considered to start until a new crescent moon is 
sighted — meaning that even cloud cover can 
obscure the sighting and cause discrepancies of 
a few days. 

During Ramadan Muslims start fasting when 
they hear the call to the Fajr (which occurs at 
dawn) and will continue to fast until the fourth 
prayer of the day, called the Maghrib, which 
happens at sunset. 

Fasting can be difficult, even for those 
accustomed to the lack of food and water. 
Children don’t have to start fasting until they hit 
puberty, but are encouraged to start practicing at 
a young age. Fouad Ammar, the president of the 
Muslim Community of Edmonton, started fast- 
ing when he was a young boy in Egypt. 

“Tf you get used to fasting as a child, it will be 
easier. | started fasting when I was six years old. 
When I became an adult, it was easier for me, 
says Ammar. 

Jon Van Horne, a revert and a member of the 


” 


Da’wah committee (literally meaning “making 
an invitation,” as they invite people to Islam), 


Ramadan will start at the beginning of August and Edmont 


will be participating in his third Ramadan. 
Without years of practice, he says he’s found 
challenges in his first few fasts. 

“T cried the first day. Honestly, I cried on my 
very first Ramadan. It was about 15 minutes 
before I could eat and I am cooking my food. 
It looked so good and | was so happy,” says Van 
Horne. “We take food for granted. We get it 
every day. But when you fast, you appreciate it 
so much more.” 

In preparation for this year’s Ramadan, Van 
Horne has been practicing with some of the 
members of the mosque. He said he fasted 
19-and-a-half hours one day in early June, when 
breakfast was just before 3 a.m. and dinner was 
served at 10:15 p.m. 

But as Ammar points out with a chuckle, that’s 
just one day — Ramadan spans 30. That'll mean 
a challenge for the Canadian Muslim commu- 
nity in August, when the days are long and hot. 
And being in the minority in Canada can pose 
other difficulties. But it makes the breaking of 
the fast that much more rewarding. 

After each sunset, Muslims gather in mosques 
and community centres to break the fast with 
friends and family with evening meals called 
Iftar. After eating, they will often listen to les- 
sons from the imam about Islam. 

Finally, once the month has concluded, 
Muslims celebrate the end of Ramadan and fast- 


THE GATEWAY ¢ volume CI summer issue 6 


fasting’ 


ing with Eid-ul-Fitr, where, much like Iftar, they 
come together to break the fast with friends and 
family. It’s actually prohibited for Muslims to 
fast on the day, as it’s a time of rejoicing. 

“The time of Eid is a time of gathering, a time 
of rejoicing,” says Sheikh Alaa. “In the two larg- 
est prayer places, you have about 8,000 people 
who come out to each location designated for 
prayer. You see the sense of joy — you see the 
sense of community.” 

There are allowances for those unable to join 
in the fast. Women who are pregnant, menstru- 
ating, or breast-feeding are exempted from fast- 
ing, as are people who are too ill to fast or who 
are travelling — however, Muslims on trips who 
are physically healthy are expected to make up 
the days they missed after Eid, while those who 
aren't are expected to pay to help feed the poor. 

With Ramadan falling mostly over August 
this year, students at the University will be able 
to focus on praying and won't be having to bal- 
ance the fasting with hectic class schedules or 
exams. But the summer month brings different 
challenges. 

“Because [Ramadan] is in August, the duration 
of the days is significantly longer, and [the] heat 
as well will make it difficult,” explains Farooq 
Iqbal, the president of the Muslim Students’ 
Association (MSA) at the U of A. “[But] because 
it’s not conflicting with school means we are 


Ramadan, Discipline, 
and the World Around Us 
by Mustafa Farooq 


Born into a Canadian Muslim family, fasting in 
the month of Ramadan has always been a signifi- 
cant part of my life. Whether I was waking up for 
early morning pancakes, breaking the fast with 
cooled dates, or praying in a beautiful Edmonton 
masjid, Ramadan has always been a time where I 
could sit back, relax, and contemplate about how 
I was living my life. But after a recent trip, I found 
out that I had dramatically misunderstood what 
Ramadan really meant. 

This summer, I bought a plane ticket to Karachi, 
Pakistan. Less than a month before Ramadan 
began, I walked off the plane into Jinnah 
International Airport in Karachi. I was shocked by 
the sudden barrage of sensory stimuli: the acrid 
smell of burning garbage, the heat, and above all 


ons Muslim population is preparing 


able to focus on our religious development.” 

Iqbal is helping organize the Ramadan plans 
for Muslim students at the university, which he 
says will be easier this year than most. More stu- 
dents will be overseas or out of town, and the 
MSA is teaming up this year with the MCE to 
provide Iftar dinners at the Muslim Community 
of Edmonton mosque, rather than having them 
on campus. 

The total number of Muslim students at the U 
of A is unknown, but Iqbal said there are 1,200 
members of the MSA, with a growing Muslim 
population on campus. 

“You see that there has been a significant 
increase in the number of Muslim students 
on campus, particularly with the University’s 
efforts to recruit highly-qualified international 
graduate students,” says Iqbal. 

Ramadan serves as a chance for that increas- 
ing Muslim student population, and the approx- 
imately 45,000 Muslims in Edmonton, to come 
together as part of their faith. Sheikh Alaa says 
the mosque will take on a different feel over 
the month as more and more people come 
in to reflect on their religion. 

“For the masjid, it’s a time to renew initia- 
tives, for gathering together for the recitation of 
the Quran. It’s a time where bonds between the 
brotherhood are renewed. People are very gen- 
erous and remember those in need.” 


the barrack-like look of the airport. As we picked 
up our suitcases, dozens of soldiers strolled by, 
machine guns at the ready. 

I was not unprepared for this — I had writ- 
ten my will before coming. A nation in its dark- 
est hour, Pakistan faces an economy in shambles, 
poverty rates at an all-time high, a complete break- 
down of law and order, and weekly attacks by the 
Taliban on civilian centers. As I ventured through 
the streets, 1 wondered what fasting would be like 
in a city that only had electricity 10 hours a day, 
and where thieves walked unafraid while flaunt- 
ing their AK-47s. 

I quickly realized that Ramadan is something 
that is profoundly social. By depriving themselves 
of food, all Karachiites — the elites, the middle 
class, the apathetic — experience the same hunger 
that is experienced by the millions of famished 
people in Pakistan. Solidarity with the starving 
is only truly achieved through experience; when 
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If youre on a journey, a car requires 


maintenance on the way. ‘The 
heart is similar in that manner in 
that it requires maintenance and 
renewal of its intentions towards the 


worship of God. 
Sheikh Alaa Hussein 


hungry, you can better understand the beggar tap- 
ping at your window with only one arm. 

When listening toalocalimam, Maulana Abdul- 
Sattar, I realized that for Muslims, Ramadan rep- 
resents, among other things, the harnessing of the 
soul. Depriving ourselves of food and water from 
sunrise to sunset, Muslims attempt to subordinate 
our base desires and reconnect with God. 

Drawing closer to the divine is a central theme 
during the month of Ramadan. Thus, the fast rep- 
resents more than simply denying yourself food 
and drink; Muslims “fast” from lying, anger, and 
try to discipline their indecent thoughts. After 
sunset, when citizens in Karachi break their fasts, 
many will spend the nights in prayer and medi- 
tation. One night, | found my grandmother up 
at four o'clock in the morning, preparing for 
Ramadan, lips silently moving. 

While writing this article, only 15 days away 
from Ramadan, I took a break to visit a mosque in 


Karachi for the midday prayer. As the congrega- 
tion raised their hands in supplication, the unmis- 
takable sound of gunfire rang out. I was afraid; it 
sounded like someone was firing from only a few 
hundred feet away from the mosque. Every cell 
of my body wanted me to break my prayer and 
run for cover. 

But beside me, the rows of people stood in their 
places, heads bowed in prayer. No one moved an 
inch. There was no panic. At the point where it 
seemed like all might be lost, the important thing 
for my fellow congregants was maintaining their 
connection to God. As bullets rang out, we kept 
praying. As we finished, the gunshots suddenly 
ceased. 

I guess, in a sense, Ramadan is about examin- 
ing the way we are living and trying to reconnect 
to the Divine. Here in Karachi, Ramadan is about 
letting go of fear, embracing change, and looking 
towards another sunrise. 


entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca + thursday, august 5, 2010 


Wax Mannequin happy to stick to wax candle making 


Warped creator weathers obstacles 
after celebrating 16 years on the road 


musicpreview 


Vans Warped Tour 2010 

With Andrew W.K., Reel Big Fish, The Dillinger 
Escape Plan, Every Time | Die, and others 
Thursday, August 5, gates at 11 a.m., shows start 
at 12 p.m. 

Edmonton Northlands Grounds (118 Ave. and 
Wayne Gretzky Dr.) 

$62.75 at the gate 


JUSTIN BELL 
Managing Editor 


I's been a long summer for Kevin Lyman, cre- 
ator and producer of the Warped Tour, one of 
the largest travelling music shows on the con- 
tinent. On the phone from Detroit, he sounds 
tired and professes to coming down with a 
cold. On top of that, he accidentally double- 
booked interviews and sounds rushed. But for 
a man hauling a couple hundred performers 
across untold miles, it comes with the (rapidly 
changing) territory. 

“Tm as sick as I’ve ever been on the road,” 
admits Lyman, who’s been travelling with the tour 
since the end of June and you can tell it’s starting 
to wear him down. 

Warped is Lyman’s baby, an annual pilgrim- 
age of punk bands that criss-crosses the conti- 
nent. It brings an eclectic mix of hardcore, ska, 
pop punk, and metal to large venues, and it’s no 
wonder he’s come down with a cold; the hectic 
schedule is enough to get to even the most 


dedicated of workers. 

The tour has taken Lyman to 31 different 
venues in Canada and the US since the tour 
kicked off in Carson, California in late June. 
They’ve already made one foray north of the 
border to play in Montreal and Toronto, but 
will cross the 49th parallel once again for the 
Edmonton show. Most performers typically 
schedule all their Canadian dates consecutively 
to cut down on the paperwork, but Warped 
decided to do it their own way. 

“We tend not to do anything too easy,” says 
Lyman. “Two border crossings are hard work. The 
guys are trying to get the paperwork done.” 

Sixty-five bands will make the trek north from 
Bonner Springs, Kansas, including headliners 
like Andrew W.K. and Reel Big Fish. That’s only 
a drop in the bucket of the nearly 200 bands who 
will make appearances on the tour over almost 
two months on the road, but still enough to keep 
Lyman and his crew on their feet. 

“We figure it’s going to be a pretty expensive 
proposition,” Lyman remarks. “Two days to get 
there, one day to get back. We will definitely take 
a hard look after this year and see how it went.” 

Since the City of Champions is so out of the way, 
Edmonton could easily be left off the list next year. 
A previous attempt to come the city was cancelled 
due to permit problems. Calgary and Saskatoon 
have both previously hosted the event but were 
left off the bill this time around. Edmonton punk 
fans should consider themselves lucky. 

Lyman has been on the road shepherding 
bands and watching new talents come and go 
with the Warped Tour since 1995. The list of 
A-listers — who were at one point part of the 
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Wax Mannequin 

Friday, August 10 at 8 p.m. 

New City Likwid Lounge (10081 Jasper Ave.) 
$10 at the door 


AARON YEO 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


While I’ve seen my fair share of odd band 
merchandise at concerts, from air fresheners 
used by the frontman to autographed feminine 
hygiene products, nothing comes close to the 
effort and ingenuity that Chris Adeney puts into 
his goods. 
Working under the 


stage name Wax 


| Mannequin, Adeney’s mix of eccentric folk rock 


and poppy showtune techno is accompanied 
by eccentric stage antics and his one-of-a-kind 
homemade scented candles. 


“They’re shaped like my head!” he exclaims, 
on the phone from a stop-off in Banff. The idea 
came about on his last tour through western 
Canada. 

“First, I wanted busts of myself made, like 
Beethoven,” says Adeney. “But then I was talk- 
ing to some friends and they said I should 
make candles out of wax and call them “Wax 
Mannequins.” While other artists are staring 
out of tour bus windows daydreaming, Adeney 
is hard at work. He sculpted a model of his head 
with some clay, and then, using epoxy, made 
a mold. 

“On the tour, we’d stop at dollar stores to 


_ buy candles, and we'd melt them down on a 


friend’s stove.” 

Things started out small, but he knew they’d 
be an instant hit. “I think we made about five on 
that tour, but when we got home — the mass 
production began,” he explains. 

When asked about what scents the candles 
come in, Adeney replies enthusiastically with 
“Christmas!” 


he 


— 


longest-running annual tour — can stretch a 
mile. From Blink-182, Rise Against, AFI, and 
Alexisonfire, to Social Distortion, Bad Religion 
and My Chemical Romance, the tour boasts 
as alumni some of the most prominent and 
respected punk groups around. 

“We get to interact with these artists as they 
develop. We watch them become larger artists. 
Some of them want to come back. For some, their 
financial needs become bigger as they become 
[more popular].” 

But after 16 years, the one part of the tour that 
Lyman always remembers is the weather. Calgary 
is prone to chinook winds blowing in from the 


a) 


“Hmm, maybe I should’ve saved that one for 
last,” he recants, taking a pause to contemplate 
the order of aromas. “Christmas, Mint, Lemon, 
Rose. Lemon-rose, where I mixed the Lemon 
and the Rose together.” 

The miniature wax heads take a fair time to 
make, and with the care Adeney puts in, he’s 
sometimes hesitant to put them up for sale. 

“T kind of almost don’t want to sell them,” he 
says. “I mostly just want to have candles at my 
show, but then I run out and get kind of mad 
because I have to make some more on someone’s 
stove.” 


“I kind of almost don’t want to 
sell them. I mostly just want to 
have candles at my show, but 
then I run out and get kind of 
mad because I have to make 
some more on someone's 
stove.” 


CHRIS ADENEY 
WAX MANNEQUIN 


Luckily, he came prepared this time, with 
a portable hot plate he can plug in anywhere, 
exclusively used for his wax-melting activities. 

“Tt’s just kind of fun, learning about the art of 
candle-making,” Adeney beams. 

He'll have presumably less time to make 
candles this coming fall, as he and his wife are 
expecting a baby boy. He’s already travelled the 
world and collected many stories, from playing 
shows in abandoned sausage factories to having 
his electronics “inspected” by European customs 
officers looking for drugs. 

Settling down in Hamilton, Ontario, Adeney 
plans to take a break from the road, but still has 
a plethora of unfinished material he’d like to get 
back to — like candles. 


mountains and Lyman says he’s had to deal with 
the powerful prairie phenomenon. 

“There’s a photo of'us holding a tent and almost 
getting blown away,” Lyman recalls. 

After a decade and a half of travelling with 
the tour, it’s a wonder what keeps the dedicated 
Lyman going after all these years. Simply put, he 
can't leave the tour business. 

“Td have to get a real job,” Lyman says with a 
chuckle. “At one point, I worked over 300 shows 
a year. I have two children and this allows me to 
raise them.” 

Tt all comes down to working a job you love — 
even if it might be exhausting. 
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Time to become a believer in the Bieber 


EVAN 
MUDRYK 


s it too soon to suggest that Justin 
| Bieber will eventually inherit the 
Earth? Nowadays, no hyperbole 
seems too ridiculous or too abstract 
when discussing Canada’s hottest con- 
tribution to pop music this side of Avril 
Lavigne. The question must be asked: is 
Bieber fever beginning to cool, or is he, 
in fact, just getting hot and bothered? 
Bieber’s exploits are numerous and 
widespread. The music video for his 
song “Baby” recently surpassed Lady 
Gaga’s as the most watched video on 
YouTube, with over 270 million views. 
He’s been on the cover of pretty much 
every teen girl magazine that exists 
and possibly a couple that don’t. He’s 
Usher’s bitch. Furthermore, he’s also 
been blamed for much of the success 
of the Karate Kid remake, which out- 
performed box office estimates, most 
likely due to the video Bieber made 
with Jaden Smith to promote the film. 
recently, the 16-year-old 
floppy-haired ragamuffin announced, 


More 


in conjunction with Paramount, that 
they will be turning his “life” story 
into a feature film. And as if the idea 
of a Bieber biopic wasn’t enough to get 
your panties tied in braids, he’s also set 
to star as himself and the film will, of 
course, be presented in 3D. 

“Next Valentine’s we r coming with 
a major 3D Movie telling [my] story 
with an Oscar winning director,” he 
told his four-million followers on 


G 


CHALLENGE 


10 WINGS, 3S MINUTES 


Twitter last Monday. 

With this film, Bieber is in a place in 
his career where he could potentially 
become the biggest entertainment act 
around, before he even celebrates his 
18th birthday. To quote contemporary 
poet Marshall Mathers: “You only get 
one shot / do not miss your chance 
to blow / This opportunity comes 
once ina lifetime / yo.” Imagine for a 
moment the kind of stardom Eminem 
could have achieved if only he’d gotten 
famous before his voice finished crack- 
ing and 8 Mile had been released in 3D 
and you'll begin to understand what 
I’m about to say — this as-yet-unti- 
tled Justin Bieber masterwork has the 
potential to become one of the biggest 
box-office draws of all time. 


As ifthe idea of a 
Bieber biopic wasn't 
enough to get your 
panties tied in braids, 
he’s also set to star 

as himself and the 
film will, of course, be 
presented in 3D. 


Hollywood success aside, a few ques- 
tions remain. Whether the sands of 
time will be as kind to Mr. Bieber as 
they have been to Matthew Broderick 
in his post-Bueller days remains cloaked 
in a moppy haircut of uncertainty. It’s 
also impossible to know for sure if 
Bieber’s boyish good looks will blos- 
som into Zac Efron-like perfection just 
yet. Nevertheless, reasonably scientific 
digital rendering software (actually just 
drawings by my nine-year-old cousin 


VV | 
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Barry) depict Bieber’s physical appear- 
ance deteriorating slowly over time and 
ultimately envision him morphing into 
a somehow-even-uglier Jim Belushi as 
early as age 26. And while these draw- 
ings can only represent random guesses 
as to how Bieber will actually mature, 
this scenario is a dark and distressing 
one. The Bieber train to fame could 
be short-lived, possibly veering off the 
same cliff the Jonas Brothers did after 
their brief stint with fame during Year 
One BB (Before Bieber). 

But as hard as these realities are to 
confront, the fact is that Justin Bieber 
isnt going away anytime soon. His 
lasting popularity is evidenced by his 
record-breaking seven singles from 
his debut album that have reached the 
Billboard Hot 100. Additionally, I have 
witnessed an internet video depicting 
what can only be described by recall- 
ing the openings to the Austin Powers’ 
movies, wherein Mike Myers’ character 
is chased down by literally hundreds of 
women who simply cannot contain 
their violent and unquenchable thirst 
for the titular spy’s mojo. 

For Justin Bieber, this scenario is all 
too real — no Axe body spray required 
— as hundreds of shrieking preteen 
girls gallop after the intrepid young 
Canadian, who only through quick 
thinking and a little bit of luck is able 
to make his escape on a nearby Segway. 
Yes, I said Segway. Not only is this kid 
responsible for making sure that there 
will always be “One Less Lonely Girl,” 
but he’s also found a practical use for 
the otherwise useless Segway — sin- 
gle-person getaway transport for when 
youre so famous that youre a danger 
to yourself and others. We've all been 


“Ushered” into a brave new world — 
the world of Justin Bieber (2.0). 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 11 
KATHRYN’ 
N 


the Jaze Ase 


albumreview 


The City Streets 
The Jazz Age 
Clamour 


ALEXANDRIA ELDRIDGE 


albumreview 


Kathryn Calder 
Are You My Mother? 
File Under Music 


MADELINE SMITH 


The City Streets seem a little young 
to be looking back on their lives and 
thinking about death, but the trio is 
clearly pondering the grave in their 
third album, The Jazz Age. 

Numerous songs are about being 
young, making mistakes, and fighting 
for one’s dreams. Some tracks, such 
as “The Last Waltz Party,” are more 
nostalgic, with lyrics such as “take me 
back there where we did not care about 
these lies we built today.” In contrast, 
the acoustic ballad “Glory Nights” 
seems bitter about the past, evident in 
the repeated line “they say you can’t do 
everything you want, why not?” 

Ambivalence for the past trans- 
lates into a similar nonchalance about 
death. In the title track “The Jazz Age,” 
lead vocalist Rick Reid sings, “I see my 
own death / it’s inspiring” Containing 
everything from upbeat punk-rock to 
haunting ballads, the album has sweep- 
ing appeal. The group’s diverse musical 
taste comes through int their lyrics; Reid 
calls out the Clash, Neil Young, and the 
Supremes in different songs. The Jazz 
Age should satisfy most listeners, even if 
theyre just solemnly passing through. 


Kathryn Calder is already a Canadian 
indie-pop princess as a member of 
both Immaculate Machine and super- 
group The New Pornographers. But 
where the music from those bands is 
all driving drumbeats and synthesizers, 
Calder’s recent solo effort replaces those 
with sparse piano and string composi- 
tions over ghostly vocal arrangements, 
placing the spotlight on Calder’s voice. 

The album strikes a more introspec- 
tive tone than anything she’s done in 
the past. Recorded while she cared for 
her ailing mother, a sense of helpless- 
ness is felt in many of the songs. In the 
first track “Slip Away,” Calder sings 
regretfully, “Holding onto something 
ost / I should just let go and move 
along,” before the song explodes into a 
soaring melodic chorus. 

But the album isn’t only a depressing 
lament. Songs like “Castor and Pollux” 
and “Day Long Past Its Prime” are upbeat 
and pop-infused —more reminiscent of 
Calder’s previous work. It might not be 
the type of music Calder’s fans expect, 
but Are You My Mother? is mature and 
moving, and Calder can clearly hold her 
own as a newly solo voice. 


The Wing Wednesday 


Blazin’ Challenge. 


It’s back, and it’s hotter than ever! Beat the 
challenge, get a free commemorative t-shirt, 
and qualify to win a trip to Buffalo, NY that 
includes tickets to an NFL game! 


WEDNESDAYS FROMI 8 = 10PMI 


JULY 21°" - SEPTENIBER 8™ 


FEATURING $5 PINTS OF RICKARDS 


OPEN TO CLOSE. 
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albumreview 


The Books 
The Way Out 
Temporary Residence 


CHRIS GEE 


I wasn’t sure what to expect from the Gaslight 
Anthem’s latest album, American Slang, after their 
last release launched them from openers on the 
punk-rock circuit to international headliners. They 
still have shitkickers like “Orphans,” with its rapid 
pace and booming chorus, would sound at home on 
band’s debut album. The band shows growth with 
“The Diamond Church Street Choir,” which expands 
further into the territories of soul and Motown that 
they tinkered with on The ‘59 Sound, while “The 
Queen of Lower Chelsea” flashes the band’s Clash 
influence like a proud and weathered tattoo. 

Brian Fallon’s lyrics have also changed with effec- 
tive subtlety. Gone are the New Jersey references 
and Bruce Springsteen tributes. His rotating cast of 
Marias have disappeared from his lyrics, while his 
ability to evoke feeling remains in place. Lines like 
“T saw you walking back and forth, about another 
boy, thinking that you may want to leave,” from 
the track “Bring It On,” broke my heart in the best 
way possible. After darkening the mood with his 
Americana melancholy, Fallon re-establishes his 
optimism, praising the cathartic power of music 
in “Boxer,” singing that he, “found the bandages 
inside the pen, and the stitches on the radio.” 

As I continue to listen through this album, I keep 
finding new ways to love it. It feels perfect for dif 
ferent nights and different moments, when | miss 
my girl, my home, or nothing at all. 


Newfoundland’s favourite sons Great Big Sea are 
back with their latest studio album Safe Upon the 
Shore and an array of tracks that may have the 
band poised for their biggest hit on the charts 
in well over a decade. After scoring their great- 
est successes as a group in the mid-90s with Up, 
which went four times platinum, the quintet has 
far from fallen off the map over the last 15 years, 
even though they haven't been able to replicate 
Up’s spectacular heights. Nevertheless, Safe Upon 
the Shore successfully pieces together a variety of 
sounds into a tidy package — from the distinct 
Newfoundland-inspired melodies that vaulted the 
group to Canadian stardom over a decade ago, to 
more rock- and bluegrass-based sounds. 

The group has broadened their sound by lifting 
their anchor and setting sail into some uncharted 
waters while never forgetting their East Coast 
folk roots. Of all the tracks, “Dear Home Town” 
captures the essence of the album best, epito- 
mizing the shared experience that many native 
Newfoundlanders connect with — the feeling of 
moving away from the island while still maintain- 
ing a deep connection to it. 

With the addition of a few new sights to their 
musical horizon — and lyrics that pay tribute to the 
band’s travels beyond their maritime shorelines — 
Safe Upon the Shore is certainly an album worth 
sharing a pint of your favourite ale over. 


NEW INTER-DISCIPLINARY COURSE 


School of Energy and the Environment 
INT D 561: Energy: Physics, Economics and Society 


The purpose of this course is to offer a 
interdisciplinary approach to alternative energy generation at 
a graduate level. The course is divided into three mo 
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SCHOOL OF ENERGY 
& THE ENVIRONMENT 


Therelease of LCD Soundsystem’s This Is Happening 
is bittersweet for long-time fans — the band’s third 
album is the finest in their catalogue and their final 
release as a group. LCD Soundsystem’s retirement, 
however, comes at the perfect time. 

For his last two albums, lead singer James Murphy 
explores his experience aging out ofa scene that 
he's been a part of since founding DFA Records in 
2001. As two pianos duel in harmony on the track 
“All My Friends,” from Sound Of Silver, Murphy 
struggles to come to terms with his disenchant- 
ment with youth. It’s only on This Is Happening 
that Murphy seems to have embraced the process 
of growing up. As Murphy yells “take me home” 
on the track “All1 Want,” it’s apparent that Murphy 
finally feels fine being too old for the scene. 

Murphy shows his maturity both in the lyrics 
and sound of the final album. As the opening 
track “Dance Yrself Clean’ builds to a crescendo, 
the synthesizers resonate freely and drummer Pat 
Mahoney’s percussive thwacks are alive with cha- 
risma. While post-production is often overlooked 
in the contemporary era of DIY recording, Murphy 
and Weston have painstakingly obsessed over the 
soundboard to assure that each track on the LP 
retains its intended characteristics. 

LCD Soundsystem’s presence in the modern New 
York music scene will be missed, admirers can take 
consolation that Murphy saved the best for last. 


Something I learned from listening to The Way 
Out: “Realize that your eyes are made up of atoms 
that are microscopic and are mostly space / they’re 
in fact filled with the substance of your life.” 

Part inspirational spoken word, part bedroom 
folk-song, The Books aren't exactly your paper- 
back band. The bulk of the album ebbs and flows 
with colourful vocal samples exclaiming phrases 
that are often humourous but curiously emotional 
at the same time. 

Upon the first listen through, the album sounds 
like a completely disorienting mess. But moody 
string arrangements, along with calculated hums 
and thumps, collect these random ideas together 
to strangely invent some surprisingly fluid tunes. 
Particularly interesting is “A Cold Freezin’ Night,” 
which narrates a violent verbal battle between some 
kids (“You'll stay alive as long as I want you to / so 
Tcan kill you’) toa click-clack ramshackle beat that 
is reminiscent of West Side Story: 

The Way Out could be seen as more of a lin- 
guistic exercise than an experimental pop album. 
However, the Books have created something where 
spoken word can be pleasing to the ear. The Way 
Out is not an album you should have on shuffle on 
your iPod or play at a party. But when you need 
some alone time, grab yourself a cup of tea and 
“Svith your left brain, close your eyes, [and] stick 
out your tongue to the universe” with the Books. 


"T have this weird thing that if I 
sleep with someone, [I think] 
theyre going to take my creativity 
from me through my vagina." 
-Lady Gaga 
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Believing that intimate areas are the source 
of our powers since 1910 
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Panda takes home gold 


Paula Findlay, a three-sport student-athlete at 
the U of A, claimed glory at the premier event 


MATT HIRJI 
Sports Editor 


University of Alberta Panda Paula 
Findlay was the first athlete to cross 
the finish line at Hyde Park during last 
week’s London Triathlon. 

The 21-year-old 
had never competed in a World 
Championship Triathlon before but 
her first attempt on the Olympic 
course proved successful. 

Findlay, a student-athlete 
member of the Track, Swimming, and 
Cross-Country teams at the U of A, 
was ranked 53rd prior to the race. She 
stunned both herself and the triathlon 
community by claiming top prize at 
the prestigious event 

It was very surprising, I wasn't 
expected to win and I didn’t expect to 
win. It was a huge shock, but the race 
itself went really well. I just felt better 
than I had ever felt during a race, “ 
Findlay said. 

Standing on the pontoon before the 
start of the event, Findlay was particu- 
larly nervous for the event that served 
as a warm up for many athletes who 
will compete on the same course 
during the 2012 Olympic games. 

“T always get really nervous before 
the start of a race. I just start thinking 
about things that are beyond my con- 
trol — what if this happens or what 
if something goes wrong. Before | 
started the race, I just looked around 
and saw an Olympic gold medalist 
and a few world champions — every 
fast triathlete was racing. I was intimi- 
dated and felt really out of place. It 
was overwhelming — there were 
cameras everywhere. It was really 
nerve-racking.” 

Findlay has grown accustomed to 
distractions — after spending more 
than two years as a Panda for U of A 
while participating in, cross-country, 
swimming and track and was named 
Canada West Athlete of the year in 
2007, Findlay decided to put school on 
hold to focus on her training. During 
her leave from school, Findlay has 
experienced tremendous athletic suc- 
cesses, which she partially attributes 
to having more time to focus on her 
athletic development without the 
added challenge of balancing school- 
work with training. 

“Leaving school allowed me to 


Edmontonian 


and 


move out to Victoria and look after 
myself: When you are in school there’s 
not really time for physiotherapy, 
massage, and all things that you need 
to doto stay injury free. After I moved, 
I immediately felt better. I could put 
all my focus into one thing and that 
really helped,” said Findlay. 

Despite temporarily leaving the 
University of Alberta to pursue a per- 
sonal goal, Findlay said that her ath- 
letic training during her tenure as a 
student-athlete in Edmonton provides 
the knowledge and fortitude needed 
to meet the challenges that she faces 
ona triathlon course. 

“T raced for three teams while bal- 
ancing training and school at the same 
time. It’s hard work, but racing varsity 
is so fun,” Findlay said. “It’s great to 
train as apart of a team. It really gave 
me a great community to train with. I 
feel very lucky to train with them. CIS 
is just such a great team atmosphere.” 

At the London Triathlon, Findlay’s 
hard work and sacrifice finally paid 
off. During the final portion of the 
run, Findlay was leading the pack, 
and as each runner fell off the pace, 


it was clearly evident that by the last 
half kilometer Findlay was going 
to post the day’s fastest time, a feat 
that Findlay never thought would 
until the final 
of the race. 

Posting a winning time of 1:51:40, 
she attributes her gold medal perfor- 
mance to a strong showing with her 
running shoes on — a part of the 
race that has challenged Findlay in the 
past. 

“My run felt better then it ever has 
before. That was a really nice feeling. 
The run didn’t feel that hard to me. The 
run ended up being a personal best for 
me. It was really bizarre— I found it 


occur moments 


so strange that I was running with all 
these Olympians,” Findlay said. 

“Tnever thought I could win the race 
until the very last 50 meters. When I 
crossed the finish line first, it was just 
so shocking. I knew that my life was 
going to change and everybody was 
going to know who I am now. It was 
just really cool. 

“Every race is getting better and 
better for me. I still want to keep 
improving, but all my hard work is 
paying off right now. That was the 
greatest performance of my life.” 


BY THE NUMBERS 


Number of racers 
that were in the lead 
group during the final 
lap of the London 
Triathlon. 


Number of seasons 
that the 21-year-old 
Findlay has competed 
in Olympic-distance 
triathlons. 


Number of varsity sports 
that Findlay partcipated 
in while she was a stu- 
dent athlete for the 
University of Alberta 


Number of gold medals 
that Findlay has claimed 
in World Championship 
triathlons. Her first vic- 
tory occurred last week 
in London. 
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HOISTING THE BANNER Paula Findlay celebrates victory after crossing the finish line at the 2010 London Triathlon. 
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Look at the time! 
Meetings are going 
to be starting up in 

September. 


Comics 
Pretending wrist communicators 
are watches since 1910 
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Students pay 
half rent over summer! 


™ Boardwalk Rental Communities 
» is offering half off rent in May, June, July 
and August to students attending post- 
secondary in September 2010! 


Valid at all Boardwalk Rental Communities 
in Edmonton including: 


Terrace Tower 
11025 - 82 Avenue 
780.413.9173 


Capital View 
10711 - Saskatchewan Drive 
780.496.9824 


Tower on the Hill 
8708 - 106 Street 
780.413.3259 


Special offer available to new and existing rentals 
provided tenants are in good standing. Proof of 
September 2010 enrolment must be supplied to on-site 
customer service representative before rent adjustment 
is made. Some restrictions apply. 


ye N 
BOARDWALK 


NEE COMMUNITIES 


www.bwalk.com 


REATEST PUB EVER 


OPEN EVERY DAY 11AM - 2AM 
4 KITCHEN OPEN LATE! 
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I prefer my arena food uninspected 


JONN 
KMECH 


Sports 
Commentary 


ith all the talk about a new 
stadium in Edmonton, 
attention has shifted away 


from the current Oilers abode. A study 
released last week by CBC found that 
Rexall Place had 24 health code vio- 
lations written up for their food ven- 


dors since the beginning of 2009. 
While this isn’t as bad as some of the 
U.S. stadiums recently uncovered by a 
recent ESPN Outside the Lines report 
on stadium food safety across North 
America, it’s still raised concerns. 
Undercooked burgers were being 
served, bacon and chicken fingers 
were being stored at room tempera- 
ture, and wieners were found thawing 
in a pot of water. 

While inspectors said that people 
can continue eating at Rexall, I think 
it’s absolutely deplorable — deplor- 
able that such a report could possibly 
tarnish the upstanding reputation of 
shitty stadium food everywhere and 
force venues to clean up their act. At 
arenas, I expect to eat overpriced, 
undercooked, slimy food that’s prob- 
ably been shoved down the trousers 
of a mid-50s balding man in a stained 
apron. It’s part of the sporting experi- 
ence, and I'll be damned if any food 
safety reports take that away from me. 


There’s a certain level of putridity 
that the viewing public is willing to 
accept when they eat arena food that a 
few inconsequential “health code vio- 
lations” can’t hope to erase. The food 
is already succulently greasy enough 
that it drips down your chin when 
you bite into it — who cares if that 
grease might have previously been 
strained through a dishrag? 


At arenas, I expect 
to eat overpriced, 
undercooked, slimy 
food that’s probably 
been shoved down 
the trousers of a mid- 
50s balding man ina 
stained apron. 


This isn’t the Kentucky Derby, 
people. Nobody expects foie gras with 
their Coke at a hockey game — unless 
of course the duck fell into the nacho 
cheese vat. Did you ever consider why 
fans “never go back” after buying 
their peanuts and crackerjacks? To 
criticize arena vendors for upholding 
the tradition of professional sporting 
stadiums selling expensive deep-fried 
bullshit to customers is an insult to 
every finger that’s found its way into 
the fry vat, every pretzel that’s been 
lathered in teenage spittle, and every 
burger that’s resulted in a horrific case 
of Montezuma’s Revenge. I'll never 


forget that weekend. 

If there’s any better argument about 
why we don’t need a new arena in 
Edmonton, I can’t think of one A 
brand new stadium would feature 
a bunch of fancy hand sanitizers, 
cleaning standards, and stainless steel 
countertops that are free of the normal 
residues that give arena food that 
certain je ne sais quoi. If Daryl Katz 
wants my support for a downtown 
arena, any proposal that he gives to 
city council should include a plan for 
how he’s going to deliver low-grade 
semi-edible “food” products to all of 
his paying customers so that they can 
have the proper experience for their 
tax dollars. 

As well, if Katz would just stand 
in front of council, pull out a Rexall 
Place burger, and eat it, I’m sure he’d 
convince most people of his commit- 
ment to this city. Sure, there’s already 
plenty of wieners in the Katz Group 
that require a serious grilling, but I 
won't support their plan until they 
can promise that the wieners to be 
served downtown have already been 
placed in water to thaw, ready to be 
consumed in 2014 if all goes accord- 
ing to schedule. 

But before we get ahead of our- 
selves, there’s still plenty of improve- 
ments that can be made at Rexall. It'll 
require a lot of blood, sweat, tears, 
and elbow grease. But until all of 
those elements can cover the pop- 
corn of Rexall patrons without scru- 
tiny, our proud heritage of nauseating 
arena food in this city will forever be 
in peril. 
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Dynasties are a thing of the past 


NHL collective bargaining agreement blocks the road to Stanley Cup repeats 


EVAN 
DAUM 


Sports 
Commentary 


ow quickly the mighty can 
be torn to pieces. After 
reaching the pinnacle of the 


hockey world last season, the Chicago 
Blackhawks will have a very different 
look next year after an abundance 
of off season moves have turned 


the Stanley Cup champions into the 
world’s biggest garage sale. 

Dustin Byfuglien, Andrew Ladd, 
Ben Eager, Kris Versteeg, Brent Sopel, 
Adam Burish, and Colin Fraser were 
the first seven to be sent packing from 
the Windy City, and with news ear- 
lier this week that Finnish netminder 
Antti Niemi wouldn’t be back with 
the ‘Hawks, it’s now crystal clear that 
dynasties are all but a thing of the past 
in the NHL. 

Don't expect to see one team domi- 
nate the rest of the league for any 
length of time, winning Stanley Cups 
in succession or multiple champion- 
ships in the same half-dozen years — 
those are antiquities of the pre-salary 
cap era. 

By walking away from Niemi’s arbi- 
tration settlement that would have seen 
the goalie’s salary jump from a little 
more than $800,000 last year to $2.75 
million forthe upcoming season, it will 
make him the first goalie since Nikolai 
Khabibulin to hoist the Stanley Cup, 


and then suit up for a new squad the 
following year. 

Unlike Khabibulin, who left Tampa 
Bay to cash in on a big free agent deal, 
Niemi was forced to find a new locale 
to call home after the Blackhawks 
refused to agree with the arbitrator’s 
decision. 


Don't expect to see one 
team dominate the rest 
of the league for any 
length of time, winning 
Stanley Cups in 
succession or multiple 
championships in the 
same half-dozen years. 


Chicago, who signed the older, 
cheaper Marty Turco for $1.3 million 
next year to take Niemi’s spot, has 
found themselves the poster child for 
just how quickly the makeup ofa team 
can, and will, continue to change in 
the salary cap era as teams play the 
numbers game to get under the dollar 
bill ceiling of the cap. 

Is it a bad thing that there’s parity in 
the NHL, largely a result of the salary 
cap? Of course not, but that doesn’t 
mean all is well. 

Of course the ‘Hawks brought a lot 
of the turnover they are experienc- 
ing this off-season upon themselves, 
as they fight to get under the ceiling 
of the NHL's salary cap, but Chicago’s 
story should be a cautionary tale for 


fans across the league. 

The problem of seeing a team 
torn apart after winning the cup is 
an issue I’m sure fans everywhere 
wouldn’t mind having — they did 
win a championship after all. But 
is so much turnover really good for 
the league? 

Of course the likes of Jonathan 
Toews and Patrick Kane will be stick- 
ing around Chi-Town, but due to the 
sheer number of changes, the ‘Hawks 
will be taking on a whole new look 
next season 

You always hear about the glory 
days, when players stayed their entire 
careers in one place, connecting 
with the fans and entrenching them- 
selves in the community. Those days 
have long been gone in professional 
sports, but with the salary cap reduc- 
ing players to nothing more than a 
walking stat box, and salary cap hit, 
player movement is poised to reach 
new heights. 

The NHL is in a better place from 
a competition standpoint now than it 
was pre-lockout — there’s little doubt 
in my mind about that. 

It’s never a bad thing when almost 
any team can go from league laugh- 
ing stock to champions in a few years 
given the right hands on the wheel, 
but much like a fireworks show, the 
rise to the top can happen in the blink 
of an eye. 

Don't get comfortable at the top 
‘Hawks fans. You're now nothing but 
salary embers — fleeting evidence for 
the new face of professional hockey 
in the modern era of the National 
Hockey League. 


Highlights overshadow World Cup dives 


NATHANIEL 
BRENNEIS 


Sports 
Commentary 


30 days have gone by since the 

2010 World Cup drew to a close 
in South Africa. Overcome by with- 
drawal, I have spent the last couple of 
weeks in reclusive reflection, organiz- 
ing my opinion over what has been 
one of the most heavily criticized 
World Cups in living memory. A 
tournament mired by foul play, goal- 
line controversy, and underachieving 
superstars, the cynics would have us 
believe the beautiful game died last 
month. What a bunch of crap. 

While the incessant drones of those 
infernal vuvuzelas are still ringing 
in my ears, I can say that this edi- 
tion of the World Cup, Africa’s first, 
was great soccer and damn good 
entertainment. 

Every tournament needs a bang — 
a big moment where the expectations 
that have built up are finally realized. 
World Cup 2010 got its early as South 
African midfielder Siphiwe Tshabalala 
brought jubilation to Soccer City 
Stadium with an outstanding strike 
against Mexico in the opening match. 
The goal was followed by one of the 
best goal celebrations in World Cup 
history. Soon after, the entire host 
nation was learning the ‘Tshabalala’ 
dance. 


| t is hard to believe that nearly 


The goal of the tournament, how- 
ever, did not come until much later; 


a wonder-strike amazingly sup- 


plied by Giovanni Van Bronckhorst 
of the Netherlands in the semifinals. 
Receiving the ball at a good 30 yards 
from goal, the 36-year-old left back 
didn’t hesitate and laid the ball off for 
a shot with his preferred left foot. The 
white sphere rocketed through the air, 
hard and straight as an arrow, before 
settling into the far top corner of the 
frame. Sadly, it was the last goal of Van 
Bronckhorst’s career. 


While the incessant 
drones of those 
infernal vuvuzelas 

are still ringing in my 
ears, I can say that this 
edition of the World 
Cup, Africa's first, was 
great soccer and damn 
good entertainment 


This year, many of the traditional 
European powerhouses failed to live 
up to their pedigree. Veritable soccer 
powerhouses England, Italy, and 
France, , all stumbled early and failed 
to recover. There was, however, one 
brilliant the 
and their rampaging youth, particu- 
larly Thomas Miiller and Mesut Ozil, 
the catalyst of the team’s unbeliev- 
ably fluid and deadly counterattack. 
Playing outside of their tradition, 
the Germans were fast, lively, and 
beautiful to watch. 

We also witnessed a stunning con- 
tribution from the South American 


exception: Germans 


teams, with all five of their represen- 
tatives gaining berths in group of 16. 


The most incredible of these cam- 
paigns was the one waged by the un- 
fancied Uruguayans who reached the 
semifinals for the first time since 1950. 
Of the few who mastered the swerve 
of the infamous Adidas ‘Jabulani’ ball, 
Uruguay captain Diego Forlan single- 
handedly made his team a contender 
and was a fantastic choice for FIFA’s 
World Cup MVP. 

The undisputed media darling 
of the tournament, however, was 
everyone’s favorite prognosticating 
German cephalopod mollusk Paul. 
This nigh-infallible psychic octopus 
was an eerily perfect eight-for-eight 
in his World Cup picks. Refusing to 
be swayed by appeals to nationalist 
sentiment, Paul foretold Germany’s 
semifinal loss and correctly predicted 
Spain’s eventual triumph. In fact, Vegas 
bookmakers were forced to slash their 
odds as punters began dogmatically 
following Paul’s selections. 

Soccer fans can only hope that the 
2014 tournament in Rio de Janeiro 
will be as successful as this years 
World Cup. While there were hiccups 
along the way, soccer connoisseurs 
should be optimistic for the future. 
The addition of goal line replay there 
will be less debate about the outcome 
of matches — something that mired 
this year’s championship. 

With every iteration, the World Cup 
unerringly supplies each individual 
fan with at least one unshakable image 
they will never forget. This year was 
no different — Landon Donovan’s 
last minute heroics against Sloveina, 
Argentinean coach Diego Maradona’s 
theatrics and the tears of Asamoah Gyan 
of Ghana after scoring in extra time 
against the U.S. — every moment was 
simply beautiful. 
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have contributed to the Access Fund. 


This year we have granted $695,1 83 


to help 314 students in financial need. 


Access¥Fund 


Students Supporting Students in Financial Need 


The Access Fund is non-repayable undergraduate financial assistance. 


IF YOU ARE IN FINANCIAL NEED PLEASE 
VISIT US AT THE STUDENT FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES CENTER AT 1-80 SUB. 


Students who are philosophically opposed to the Fund my opt-out online 


CONTACT INFORMATION 

(780) 492-3483 
accessfund@su.ualberta.ca 
www.su.ualberta.ca/accessfund 
Hours FOR SEPTEMBER - APRIL 
Monday, Wednesday - Friday 
8:30am to 4:30pm 

Tuesday 8:30am to 6:00pm 


a/accessfund. The Winter opt-out deadline is February 6th 
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ID & EGO by Lauren Alston 


THIS SUCKS! THERE’S ONLY ONE 
WAY THIS DAY COULD GET ANY YOU JUST 


LOST 


THE GAME 


I’M LEAVING YOU 
FOR NEIL PATRICK 
HARRIS! 


A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE 
EVENTS LATER 
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SEXY GEEK by Ross Lockwood 
Nt+ves pt ee Oh, I’m sorry... BEX? 


My mind wandered. Nice try. I recognize that 
Mm K hy ~ re Yy. 9g . : 
Np = 9n (Ck, “exp ( mee ) Were you thinking about ( eye glaze. You were thinking 
ir physics again? about nucleosynthesis again. 
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POP AND ICE CREAM by Lance and Evan Mudryk 
It's a good You will be called 


thing we got out of Oooo000000000! either Rorick or 


that pet store. Roststock. 


icecream.com 


| was starting 
to give names 
to all of the 

display puppies. 
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DANMCKECHNIE 
HOT FROM THE OVEN Customers crowd into the confines of Pinkie’s Bakery on 8th Street and Folsom in San Francisco. Pinkie’s serves up a range of baked goods, from fresh breads to delicate pastries. 


